12th May |'License to kill' - Retired barrister Peter Blood returns to thrill us

2026 with another murder trial from the annals of British crime.

9th June |'The Clayton Tunnel Disaster 1851' - David Porter. How do we

2026 convince people there's so much more to human error? Henry Killick, a

BBQ TBA [lone and weary signalman, signed on for a 24hr shift one morning in
August 1851......can a story from the past unlock our understanding of
the present?

14th July |'Frank Dell - A Shoreham Mosquito Pilot in WW2' - Dorothy

2026 Saul-Pooley. A fascinating account of his adventures. Frank evaded
capture and worked with the Dutch Resistance before repatriation at
the end of World War |I.

8th Sept. |'Sussex Witchcraft' - Chris Horlock. Artefacts and locations

2026 including the Priest House, West Hoathly; witch trials and ‘wise women’,
as well as the legacy of witchcraft in modern times.

13th Oct. |'Pits Privies and Priories’ - Simon Stevens. Examples of

2026 archaeological sites across Sussex from the distant past to surprisingly
modern. Loads of old rubbish guaranteed!

10th Nov. |'King Alfred the Great and Anglo-Saxon, England’ - James

2026 Dickinson.From the fifth century to the Norman conquest, it is from
the time of King Alfred the Great that the idea of 'Englishness’
developed.

8th Dec.* |'Christmas Traditions’' - Sarah Slater.The origins of great British

2026 Christmas traditions, and how we celebrate through the ages.
*Christmas Meeting (Members only) *

12th Jan. |'The History of St Francis Hospital' - James Gardner.This talk

2027 explores what became of its original aspirations, and seeks to explain
the demise of asylums.

9th Feb. |['The Agincourt Archer’ - Simon Waterford. Meet Simon Dakin, an

2027 archer who fought in this famous battle. Hear him tell his story.

9th ‘Scattered Squalor’ - Geoffrey Mead. 'Scattered squalor' and

March '‘Downland Homes' are contemporary quotes on interwar housing in

2027 Sussex. This talk looks at the topic and it's built legacy to us.

13th April |'Life as a Genealogist' - Mathew Homewood. Mathew's talk will

2027 include a selection of fascinating documents and some of the amazing

AGM stories he has revealed over 20 years of research.




