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THE PEIRCE FAMILY TREE OF HENFIELD & HORSHAM 

This research has been carried out by Alan Barwick of Henfield Museum in 2020 

using census records etc. available online. The family photographs come from a 

collection which was donated to Henfield Museum in 2009. Marriage certificates etc. 

would need to be purchased to verify marriages, and births of children. 

 

 

Although it cannot be verified this is very likely 

to be George Peirce b. 1853 and his wife Esther 

b. 1851 photographed at Eastbourne c. 1910. 

Esther has the features of the young girl on 

page 8 of the book “A Penny for the Gas.”  

A family wedding c.1910. 

The woman second from 

the right in the front row 

looks like Esther in the 

above photo. So this might 

the marriage of Harry 

Peirce and Hester Holland 

in 1907. It would be usual 

for her to be seated next to 

her son with the bride’s 

parents being on the right. 
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This is George again in 1908 with his greyhound called Ralph which according to the 

writing on the back of the photo he raced. The girl is unidentified but because she 

has a greyhound she is likely to be a daughter of George, perhaps Elsie who married 

Arthur Stentiford. She looks rather like the woman on page 17 of the book. 

 

 

This looks very much like the couple in the 

wedding photo above with their two children. 

Although the children look like two girls it wasn’t 

unusual for baby boys to be dressed as girls, so 

this might be Irene and Ralph. 
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This is a doctored photo produced by the Henfield photographer Marjorie Baker for 

Alice Roast nee Peirce who wanted a photo showing her with her parents George 

Peirce b.1876 and mother Maria b.1874. This is the family who lived at 3, Croft Villas 

in the Edwardian period, and ended their days at 2, Park Road. 

 

 



4 
Henfield Museum, 2020 

                 

 

These two images may be Alice 

Victoria Peirce b. 1907. 

This is No.1 Park Road, Henfield which was 

the site of Henfield’s first telephone 

exchange, and the neighbours to Alice 

Peirce. 
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The following family tree shows the Vinall family. This shows Ann Vinall b.1854 who 

married Charles Faulkner, and who is referred to on page 18 of the book.  

This card was sent by Ethel so it is 

reasonable to assume this is Ethel Upton 

nee Peirce with one of her two children. 

There was no indication on the back of 

this card to say who it is, but it could be 

Harold Peirce who was killed in WW1. 
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The family tree below relates to Charles Faulkner and wife Ann. 
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The family tree below relates to the Peirce family. Separate trees follow for the 13 

children. 
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This letter dated 1894 is 

from George Peirce b. 

1853 when he was in Nep 

Town. He was renting 

one of the Gresham 

Charity fields just south 

of Henfield to graze his 

animals before they were 

killed. 
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The butcher’s shop of 

George Peirce could 

have been the red 

building in the 

distance behind the 

gas lamp post. Now 2, 

Infants School 

Cottages. 

These are postcards of George 

Gosden’s tailors shop in Cowfold 

dated 1906 and 1907. It looks like it 

was in Station Road, the A272 

leading west to the A24. I suspect it 

has been demolished as there is a lot 

of new development in this road. 
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No tree for 5 Kathleen Peirce as she died aged 4 years. 
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